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Project Summary 

	Date:
	February 24, 2003



	Project
:
	O’Connor Lake Restoration



	Proponents:
	California Department of Fish and Game

Wildlife Conservation Board

Sacramento River Partners


Project Overview

The Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) is working with Sacramento River Partners to restore riparian habitat on 228 acres at the O’Connor Lake Ecological Preserve. Currently the site is dominated by invasive non-native plant species and provides poor wildlife habitat. Planting will begin this fall and restoration tasks will be completed by Fall 2006.  The plant design will accommodate both the biological and flood control objectives for the site.  Restoration will “jump start” succession and transform the weedy open space into a young riparian forest with measurable benefits to a variety of wildlife in three years. Once completed the site would complete one of the largest blocks of riparian habitat on the Feather River. Restoration will also increase wildlife population and should enhance recreational opportunities.

Project Description

	Start date:
	February 2003 Submit Wildlife Conservation Board Grant



	Anticipated completion date:
	Fall 2006



	Key Milestones:
	· Control invasive non-native plant species,

· Complete hydraulic analysis and incorporate flood control recommendations into the restoration design, and

· Plant riparian trees and shrubs



	Type of Activity:
	Riparian restoration



	Primary goal:
	· Enhance habitat for wildlife species,

· Reduce competition from invasive non-native plant species,

· Maintain conveyance of flood, and 

· Improve recreational opportunities.



	Additional goals:

   
	· Maintain good neighbor relations and

· Reduce potential for erosion




Funding

	Source(s):
	Wildlife Conservation Board

	Amount:
	Riparian Restoration:   $1,307,065


Location

	Map: 
	Please see attached map

	County:
	Colusa County

	Size:
	228 acres


Contacts

	John Carlon 

Sacramento River Partners

539 Flume Street

Chico, California 95928

(530) 894-5401


	David Neubert

1547 Hutchinson Road

Yuba City, CA 95993

(530) 674-8833




Technical Information

	Biological: 
	Invasive non-native species removal will improve prospects for native vegetation and improve the quality of wildlife habitat. Restoration on the site has the potential to benefit a number of wildlife species, such as Swainson hawks, yellow-billed cuckoo, valley elderberry longhorn beetle, ring-tailed cats and several game species. Restored floodplains will benefit native fish such as Chinook salmon and steelhead by providing shaded riverine aquatic habitat, eventually large woody debris, nutrient inputs and reducing erosion.


	Flood analysis:
	A hydraulic evaluation by a licensed engineered will be completed prior to beginning any work.


	Economic:
	· Eradication of invasive weeds will reduce seed sources and control costs to neighbors.  

· This project does not result in the alteration of ownership or land-use, and provides an economic opportunity for local businesses by providing services and supplies. 

· The restored habitat will enhance recreational uses of the site and likely provide positive local impacts by increasing hunting and fishing activities



	Public Use:
	    Department of Fish and Game’s property has public access. The restoration project is compatible with public use and will enhance recreational activities.  A public road and existing parking area provide easy access to the site.




Related Efforts 

Audobon
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