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Project Summary 
	Date
	February 27, 2003

	Project

	Riparian Revegetation of the Mohler Tract on the Stanislaus River (RM 12.3R)

	Proponents
	California Waterfowl Association, 

US Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Anadromous Fish Restoration Program, 

Sacramento River Partners


Project Overview

Sacramento River Partners will restore approximately 35 acres on the flood-prone Mohler Tract, located downstream of the town of Ripon (San Joaquin County).  The project goals for the Mohler Tract are to convert the site to a more natural state providing benefits to riparian dependent species.  This will involve both planting of riparian trees and shrubs, and the breaching of a low riverside levee.  HEC-RAS modeling indicates that implementation of riparian restoration and levee modification would not significantly change the river flood stage.  As planned, the plant community design of the Mohler tract consists of five different associations.  Each association contains a variety of species placed to provide important structural characteristics within the site.  The site will be planted with an approximate total 7,013 riparian plants.  This site-specific planting design represents a synthesis of the available information and management decisions for the site.

Monitoring and adaptive management are an integral part of this restoration.  A detailed annual monitoring timeline will allow for rapid adaptation of management actions.  The entire planting pattern is stored in a computerized database that will allow for future hypothesis testing of the success of this planting design relative to site factors such as soil textures and depth to water table.

Project Description

	Start date:
	March 2003 

	Anticipated completion date:
	March 2006

	Key Milestones
	· Planting of 7,013 native woody plants

· Cover by native plants will approach 100 percent after three years.

	Type of Activity
	Restoration implementation of riparian vegetation

	Primary goal

	Restore 35 acres to native riparian vegetation

	Additional goals
	· Install a planting design that will benefit, neotropical migrant birds, anadromous fish, and the Sacramento Splittail.

· Install native understory plant species that will aggressively prevent colonization by non-native plants.

· Breach existing levee to reconnect the property with the river and to allow access to the property by fish during times of flooding.



	CALFED category 
	


Funding

	Source(s)
	Anadromous Fish Restoration Program

	Amount
	$159,000 for Revegetation;  $35,000 for swale construction


Location

	Map 
	About one mile southwest of Ripon. Please see attached map.

	County
	San Joaquin County

	River Mile
	RM 12.3R, on the north bank of the Stanislaus River 

	Size
	35 acres


Contacts

	Tom Griggs

Sacramento River Partners

539 Flume Street

Chico, California 95928

(530) 894-5401
	Dave Patterson

California Waterfowl Association

4630 Northgate Blvd., Suite 150

Sacramento, CA  95834

(916) 561-7133


Technical Information

	Biological 
	The proposed levee breach will reconnect the tract to the physical river processes that are required for the ecological health of the restoration planting.  The restored riparian vegetation will provide additional habitat for species of animals that are characteristic of the San Joaquin Valley, including neotropical migratory birds that will nest in this structurally diverse revegetation.  During flood events juvenile anadromous fish will forage on a floodplain that will be covered by native plants, and adult Sacramento splittail will breed during spring floods.

	Flood analysis
	The Mohler Tract lies within the Army Corps of Engineer’s 8,000 cubic feet/second (cfs) flood easement and is inundated at flows of 6,000 cfs, as measured at Ripon.  The 6,000 cfs flow has a return interval of 12 years.  Because of the river side levee, floodwater backs up over the site from the downstream end of the levee.  To evaluate the hydraulic impacts of selected alternatives, MBK Engineers have analyzed project conditions under different flow regimes.

	Economic
	SRP is working with local contractors and equipment dealers so that the grant funds will be spent in the local community.

	Public Use
	A City of Ripon sponsored “river-trail” system is taking shape, with a decomposed-granite trail recently constructed along the northern boundary of the tract.
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