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Project Summary 
	Date
	October 7, 2003

	Project

	Riparian Restoration and Enhancement of the McHenry Avenue Recreation Area “C” Lot on the Stanislaus River 

	Proponents
	California Department of Corrections, 

US Army Corps of Engineers,

Stanislaus River Parks,

EDAW,  

River Partners


Project Overview

California Department of Corrections, US Army Corps of Engineers, Stanislaus River Parks, and EDAW, are working with River Partners to restore and enhance approximately 31.7 acres of the McHenry Avenue Recreation Area (“C” Lot). This project is part of the statewide mitigation program of the California Department of Corrections Statewide Electrified Fence Project. The McHenry Avenue Recreation Area (“C” Lot), part of the Stanislaus River Parks, is located along the Stanislaus River, downstream of the New Melones Dam, near the town of Escalon (Stanislaus County).  The site contains a successful elderberry mitigation site, but the surrounding area is dominated by invasive non-native plant species. The goals of this project are to enhance the riparian areas and convert the surrounding fallow areas to a more natural state providing benefits to riparian dependent species. Restoration will reduce forest fragmentation, increase vegetative cover, and create benefits to terrestrial species within a relatively short time.

Monitoring and adaptive management are an integral part of this restoration.  A detailed annual monitoring timeline will allow for rapid adaptation of management actions.  The entire planting pattern is stored in a computerized database that will allow for future hypothesis testing of the success of this planting design relative to site factors such as soil textures and depth to water table.
Project Description

	Start date:
	July 2003 

	Anticipated completion date:
	August 2009

	Key Milestones
	Planting of approximately 5,000 native woody plants

Cover by native plants will approach 200 plants per acre after five years.

	Type of Activity
	Restoration and enhancement of native riparian plant species

	Primary goal

	Restore self-sustaining native riparian vegetation through a 5-year period to improve wildlife habitat.

	Additional goals
	Maintain good neighbor relations

Minimize hydraulic impacts




Funding

	Source(s)
	California Department of Corrections

	Amount
	$152,300 


Location

	Map 
	Please see attached map

	County
	San Joaquin County

	River Mile
	North bank of the Stanislaus River 

	Size
	31.7 acres


Contacts

	Tom Griggs

Senior Ecologist

River Partners

539 Flume Street

Chico, California 95928

(530) 894-5401
	Ron Unger,

Implementation Manager

 EDAW, Inc.

2022 J St.

Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 414-5800


Technical Information

	Biological 
	The restored riparian vegetation will provide additional habitat for species of animals that are characteristic of the San Joaquin Valley, including neotropical migratory birds that will nest in this structurally diverse revegetation.

	Economic
	The project provides an economic opportunity for local businesses by providing services and supplies. In addition, the restored habitat will enhance recreational uses of the site and likely provide positive local impacts by increasing educational and fishing activities.

	Public Use
	The restoration project is compatible with public use and will enhance recreational activities.
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