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Project Summary 
	Date
	March 18, 2003

	Project

	Vegetation Design of the Big Bend Project on the Tuolumne River

	Proponents
	Tuolumne River Preservation Trust

Natural Resources Conservation Service

East Stanislaus Resource Conservation District

Sacramento River Partners


Project Overview

The Vegetation Design project is a key component of the restoration of about 250 acres of floodplain land on both the north and south sides of the Tuolumne River west of Modesto.  The goals of the restoration project are to: a) improve channel-floodplain connectivity to allow inundation at a greater frequency, improve regeneration of native riparian species, and improve spawning habitat fro Sacramento splittail and rearing habitat for juvenile Chinook and steelhead; b) remove invasive exotic vegetation;  c) preserve existing riparian vegetation and plant native riparian hardwoods on floodway surfaces appropriate for each species’ life history; and d) provide public education and involvement opportunities in the replanting project.  

The planting design will need to be compatible with an existing Restoration Plan for the Lower Tuolumne River Corridor and requirements of the Natural Resources Conservation Service Floodplain Easement program.

Project Description

	Start date:
	28 October 2002 

	Anticipated completion date:
	December 2003

	Key Milestones
	

	Type of Activity
	Production of a planting design for riparian restoration of about 250 acres.

	Primary goal

	Planting design will be compatible with floodway management

	Additional goals
	· Develop a planting design that will benefit, neotropical migrant birds, anadromous fish, and the Sacramento Splittail.

· Planting design will install native understory plant species that will aggressively prevent colonization by non-native plants.



	CALFED category 
	


Funding

	Source(s)
	Department of Water Resources – Flood Protection Corridor Program 

	Amount
	$22,687


Location

	Map 
	Please see attached map.

	County
	Stanislaus County

	River Mile
	RM 5.5R to 7.5L, on the north and south banks of the Tuolumne River 

	Size
	250 acres


Contacts

	Tom Griggs

Sacramento River Partners

539 Flume Street

Chico, California 95928

(530) 894-5401
	Patrick Koepele

Tuolumne River Preservation Trust

914 Thirteenth Street

Modesto, CA 95354

(209) 236-0330


Technical Information

	Biological 
	The proposed breaching of roads and berms will reconnect the tract to the physical river processes that are required for the ecological health of the restoration planting.  The restored riparian vegetation will provide additional habitat for species of animals that are characteristic of the San Joaquin Valley, including neotropical migratory birds that will nest in this structurally diverse revegetation.  During flood events juvenile anadromous fish will forage on a floodplain that will be covered by native plants, and adult Sacramento splittail will breed during spring floods.

	Flood analysis
	The planting design will be required to not have an impact on flood-flows.  Philip Williams & Associates will be carrying out the modeling of flood-flows with different configurations or patterns of vegetation. 

	Economic
	

	Public Use
	The Salida school district will be starting a program for school children on the project site.
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