Sacramento River Partners

THOMAS UNIT 

California Department of Fish and Game
Project term: March 1999 - February 2001

Location: 2 miles south of Butte City, Glenn County, CA

River mile: 166.5R, west bank of Sacramento River

Restoration area: 19-acres

Planting Pattern: 8 by 15; 362 plants per acre

Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 5,732

Funded by: Wildlife Conservation Board

Managers: California Department of Fish and Game

Unique features: once an actively eroding bank due to the westward migration of the river channel; mature vegetation will deflect flood debris and wave wash away from the levee, drip tape irrigation system with low volume pump, bank swallows occupied site in 2000; site flooded for over 10 days in year 2000.

INTRODUCTION

This is a 3-year restoration project located in the floodplain of the Sacramento River.  The site consists of 19 plantable acres of flood-prone land along the western bank of the Sacramento River.  The project is included in the Upper Sacramento River Wildlife Area and managed by the Department of Fish and Game for the preservation and restoration of riparian habitat. 

HISTORY

Agriculture dominated this site since the turn of the century.  Orchards were planted at this site as early as 1952.  Much of the surrounding area was cleared and planted to orchard or grain crops.  In 1978, mature English walnuts and pecans dominated the site.  Farming of this site was abandoned in the late 80’s due to annual flooding.  

ECOLOGY

This site will support a mixed riparian forest.  Due to bordering riparian forests, it is expected that this site will provide excellent habitat for a great diversity of wildlife.  Some riparian species that may occur at this site include the valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus diamorphus), great blue heron (Ardea herodias), great egret (Casmerodius albus), and bank swallow (Riparia riparia).  Deer regularly visit the site and have severely browsed some plants.  As floodwaters receded in 2000, a variety of wading birds and shore waterfowl were observed on the site.  A colony of bank swallows have used the eroding bank annually.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

This restoration project has provided numerous opportunities to build and strengthen cooperative relationships with agency partners, county government, farmers and the local community.   The site demonstrates our success working with adjacent landowners as SRP has employed them to help with the effort, which has increased their local support of the project.  SRP has consulted with other agencies about the river meander and has hosted several field trips on the site.  KCRA Channel 3, a Sacramento news crew, broadcasted live from the project site with coverage of the restoration efforts.
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