Sacramento River Partners 

RIVER RANCH UNIT

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program

Project term: April 2001 – March 2004

Location: Glenn County, one mile north of Ord Bend, CA

River Mile: 186R

Restoration Area: 2.5 acres

Planting Pattern: 5 by 10; 680 plants per acre

Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 1,865

Funded by: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Wayne English (Private landowner)

Managers: Wayne English

Unique Features: Private farmer doing cooperative riparian restoration on river bank to restore orchard investment and provide riparian habitat

INTRODUCTION:

The goal of the River Ranch restoration project is to restore approximately 2.5 acres along the Sacramento River in Glenn County, CA.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Partners for Wildlife program will reimburse part of the projects cost to the private landowner, Mr. English.  This project provides a unique opportunity for a federal agency, a private landowner, and a restoration organization to cooperatively work together to restore riparian habitat.

HISTORY

The River Ranch property has been actively farmed for over fifty years.  Mr. English noticed severe erosion on the bank portion of his property after the construction of a rock revetment by another private landowner on the opposite bank.  In an effort to protect his property, and create a buffer for flooding and erosion, he has decided to incorporate a riparian habitat between his property and the river.

ECOLOGY

Restored riparian habitat on the site would provide habitat for sensitive species such as songbirds and hawks.  A buffer of mainly willows will be planted to provide biological benefits and protect the site from erosive flows.  This buffer moderates the impacts of agricultural chemicals on river water quality, and lessens the impact of erosion on existing farmland.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

The cooperative relationship with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the private landowner and Sacramento River Partners provides a model of working together towards a common goal. This project offers a chance to build and strengthen relationships among agency partners, county government and local farmers. SRP’s goal is to provide high quality habitat, protect agricultural investment and provide a restoration model to the community.
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