Sacramento River Partners 

PRINCETON UNIT

California Department of Fish and Game

Project term: May 2000 – Sept 2003

Location: Colusa County, CA

River Mile: 163 R

Restoration Area: 34 acres

Planting Pattern: 23 - 265 plants per acre, experimental clusters and curved rows planted at 8 by 20 -feet

Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 3754

Funded by: Wildlife Conservation Board

Managers: California Department of Fish and Game

Unique Features: Within the 227-acre Sacramento River Wildlife Area

INTRODUCTION

The Princeton project occupies approximately 34 acres within a larger wildlife area, near the town of Princeton in Colusa County.  The goal of this project is to rapidly establish high quality riparian habitat that will benefit a broad range of sensitive species and enhance recreation on the site.  The project has been identified as a priority because of the site’s proximity to the existing habitat and existing slow rate of native recruitment.

HISTORY

Half of the property to the north was involved in active row crop farming until 1993.  Five acres in the front orchard and 12 acres in the back orchard were farmed until 1993. The remainder of the property to the south has not been used for agricultural purposes.  The middle region of the site did not contain walnut trees , and thus is more open and sparse.

ECOLOGY

The site has three regions that characterize the type of restoration efforts.  Based on analysis of both ecological and hydrological objectives, the planting design differs slightly in each of the three regions.  The north field will support a mixed riparian forest, paralleling the mature vegetation present in the middle field.  The middle field will be low density to maintain the open aspect of that region.  The south field will support a dense riparian forest and will contain species that can withstand wetter environments.  Overall, the planting and growth of native species will create root masses that will help bind soil and retard erosion. 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

Restoration efforts aim to link the restored site to existing forest to build continuity of habitat along the Sacramento River riparian corridor. Sacramento River Partners employed three separate farmers as custom operators. Through the efforts of restoration, there are numerous opportunities to build and strengthen cooperative relationships with agency partners, county government, and local farmers.
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