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Project Term: Sept. 1998 – Sept. 2003

Location: Glenn County in Ord Bend

River Mile: 184R

Restoration Area: 111 acres

Planting Pattern: 172 plants per acre
Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 17,744 

Funded by: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge

Managers: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Unique feature: Native grass trial with 10 different species; demonstration of cover crop strategies

INTRODUCTION

The Ord Bend Unit restoration project is operated under a 5-year cooperative agreement with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge.  The project’s objective is to restore natural riparian habitat.  One unique aspect of this project is the incorporation of native grass planting on over 50 acres of the site. Upon the completion of the project, this unit will support a valley oak woodland and savanna plant communities.  

HISTORY

For nearly a century, ninety-seven acres of the Ord Bend Unit have been farmed for annual field and row crops such as wheat, corn, barley, milo and sugar beets. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service purchased the land because of its potential ecological value as an addition to the Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge.  

ECOLOGY

An existing wetland in the middle of the site provides habitat for a great diversity of wildlife.  The restored woodland will compliment the wetland and will support a variety of wildlife species, especially neo-tropical migratory birds, i.e., yellow billed cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus occidentalis).  Some riparian species that occur or potentially occur at the site include the valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus diamorphus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis couchi gigas), great blue heron (Ardea herodias), snowy egret (Egretta thula), and beaver (Castor candensis).  A native grass demonstration area was planted at the site to provide habitat for ground nesting birds, such as the wood duck (Aix sponsa), and/or the common loon (Gavia immer).

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

A local Boy Scouts troop constructed owl boxes for the site. ASI, one of the neighbors of the site helped to install these boxes. Five local farmers took charge of custom operations in the field. Sacramento River Partners has hosted site fieldtrips for elementary schools, community colleges and interested organizations. 
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