Sacramento River Partners 

JACINTO UNIT

California Department of Fish and Game

Project term: May 2000 – September 2003

Location: Glenn County CA, North of the intersection of County Road 39 (Bayliss-Bluegum Road) and Highway 45

River Mile 181R, west bank of Sacramento River

Restoration Area: 37 acres

Planting Pattern: 20 by 8; 241 plants per acre

Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 9,716

Funded by: Wildlife Conservation Board

Managers: California Department of Fish and Game

Unique Features: is part of the 450-acre area owned by the Department of Fish and Game with 4000-feet of river frontage and shrub clusters for bird habitat.

INTRODUCTION 

The Jacinto Unit restoration project is a 3-year contract with the California Department of Fish and Game, and is funded by the Wildlife Conservation Board.  As part of an effort to create large blocks of riparian forest, the restoration of Jacinto will help create natural riparian habitat for endangered species and other wildlife.

HISTORY

Until 1993, Jacinto was cultivated as a dry land walnut orchard.  The orchard was cut down, but the stumps re-sprouted.  This created a thicket of non-native vegetation that supports the coddling moth, a walnut pest that could migrate to adjacent walnut orchards.

ECOLOGY

Exotic plants, such as black locust (Robinia pseudoacia) and sprouting stumps from walnut trees dominated the original site. The site was cleared and planted to a mixed riparian forest having six separate plant communities.  Dense riparian forest surrounds the site, and flooding is frequent in years with moderate rainfall.  Native grasses will be planted in the last growing season to compliment native trees and shrubs.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

The project will improve habitat, and aid nearby farmers in the control of the coddling moth.  This project has provided numerous opportunities to build and strengthen cooperative relationships with agency partners, county government, levee District 2, the SRCA, and Glenn County Board of Supervisors in addition to involving eight separate custom farm operations in the habitat development work.  Home-schooling students have used the site regarding education in restoration.
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