Sacramento River Partners

DRUMHELLER SLOUGH UNIT

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

 Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge

Project Term: Sept. 2001 – July. 2002

Location: 3 miles south of Butte City in Afton 

River Mile: 164R

Restoration Area: 135 acres

Planting Pattern: Winter wheat food plot

Number of native trees and shrubs planted: N/A

Funded by: The Bureau of Reclamation

Managers: U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Unique feature: 2,000 linear feet of stream bank
INTRODUCTION

The Drumheller Slough Unit restoration project is operated under a Cooperative Land Management Agreement (CLMA) with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge (USFWS) to remove the existing prune orchard in preparation of future restoration. In addition, the Bureau of Reclamation contracted with SRP to disc the site, remove debris, and plant a winter wheat food plot for the benefit of migrating and wintering waterfowl. These activities lay the groundwork for future restoration activities. Upon completion of the project, this unit will support valley oak woodland and riparian forest communities.
HISTORY

A prune orchard was located on the western portion of the site. A few scattered saplings of valley oak became established in the rows next to the prunes due to weed control and irrigation associated with orchard management. The frequent flooding and its consequences made the property difficult to farm. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service purchased the land in 1989 because of its potential ecological value as an addition to the Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge and in part for the conservation of valley elderberry longhorn beetle (VELB) and winter run Chinook salmon. 

ECOLOGY

The site has 2,000 linear feet along the Sacramento River and is located at the mid elevation floodplain zone. Some riparian species that may occur at the site include the valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus diamorphus), giant garter snake (Thamnophis couchi gigas), great blue heron (Ardea herodias), snowy egret (Egretta thula), and beaver (Castor candensis).
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