SACRAMENTO RIVER PARTNERS

COTTONWOOD UNIT

California State University Chico
Project term: April 2001 – March 2002

Location: Shasta County southwest of Anderson, off Adobe Road on Cottonwood Creek; a tributary of the Sacramento River, CA
River Mile 245R

Restoration Area: 15 acres

Planting Pattern: 20 by 10; 230 plants per acre

Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 3,453
Funded by: Wildlife Conservation Board

Managers: California Department of Fish & Game 

Unique Features: part of the 544-acre mouth of Cottonwood Creek Wildlife Area; adjoins BLM Reading Island recreation area; northern most project of Sacramento River Partners 

INTRODUCTION 
The Cottonwood restoration project is operated under a three-year contract with California Department of fish and Game and California State University Chico, which manages the site for the Wildlife Conservation Board.  The project plants an “in-holding” in the 544-acre mouth of Cottonwood Creek Wildlife Area, a large riparian forest. The restoration of the Cottonwood Unit will help create natural riparian habitat for endangered species and other wildlife.

HISTORY

Unsuccessful alfalfa field farming at the site was abandoned in 1981.  The 26-acre Cottonwood Creek Restoration Site was part of a 55-acre block designated by California Department of Fish and Game as an area in need of restoration and was purchased from R.M. and Doris Moore in 1982.
ECOLOGY

A swale and a gas pipeline dissect the project in an approximately northwest to southeast direction.  The swale area now is principally populated with Santa Barbara sedge. The project area is planted to four different plant communities; a mid terrace mixed riparian forest in the north field, a lower terrace riparian community on the south field, cluster plant communities in both fields and a gravel plant community in the south field.  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

The restoration efforts in Cottonwood will improve habitat for numerous riparian bird species and wildlife.  This project has provided numerous opportunities to build and strengthen cooperative relationships with agency partners, county government, local farmers and public recreation and access. 
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