SACRAMENTO RIVER PARTNERS

BEEHIVE BEND UNIT

California Department of Fish and Game

Project term: March 1999 – February 2002

Location: 1 mile North of the 162 bridge (Codora), Glenn County, CA

River mile: 169.5R

Restoration area: 58.5 acres

Planting Pattern: 20 by 10; 242 plants per acre
Number of native trees and shrubs planted: 8,413

Funded by: Wildlife Conservation Board

Managers: California Department of Fish and Game

Unique features: site specific planting design, 8 distinct variations of plant communities with 12 native woody species; native grass; curved rows serve as a vegetation screen and help deflect flows away from levee; combination of drip tape and flood irrigation using existing system.

INTRODUCTION

The Beehive Bend Unit is a 3-year project located in the floodplain of the Sacramento River, consisting of 58.5 plantable acres of flood prone land along the western bank.  The restoration site is a part of a 127-acre property granted to the State of California.  The project is included in the Upper Sacramento River Wildlife Area and managed by the Department of Fish and Game for the preservation and restoration of riparian habitat.

HISTORY

Historically, the area supported valley woodland and mixed riparian forests.  At the turn of the century, much of the original vegetation was removed for agriculture.  The unleveled area of the site was cleared in the 1950’s. The site was managed for prunes and row crops, but agriculture was abandoned due to the severity and frequency of flooding.

ECOLOGY

Existing riparian forest grows on the north, west and south boundaries of the project.  Between the levee and the project site is a large swale densely forested with mature Fremont cottonwood, boxelder, black willow, valley oak, western sycamore and a variety of understory species. This area contrasted with the site before the project, which was dominated by non-native invasive species.  Only a few native species grew on the site after 10 years without agriculture.   Similar forest vegetation was found along the eastern side of the north field near Beehive Bend Slough.

The planting at Beehive will provide habitat for a variety of wildlife species, including neotropical migratory birds.  Some animals of special concern that potentially occur at this site include the valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus diamorphus), great blue heron (Ardea herodias), great egret (Casmerodius albus), Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), and blue grosbeak (Guiraca caerulea).

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/EDUCATION

This restoration project has provided numerous opportunities to build and strengthen cooperative relationships with agency partners, county government, farmers and the local community. The Beehive Bend Unit has also served as an outdoor classroom to students from Butte Community College and Glenn County schools.
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